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see his native land disturbed by a small company
of foreigners who, under the pretext of religion,
are ever interfering with French affairs.

The first part of this book is devoted to a
bird's-eye view of the great changes in the na-
tional life, while later chapters expand subjects
already touched upon, but in view of recent
events, not sufficiently discussed. Apart from a
very extensive bibliography which he has used,
the writer has drawn from his own experiences
during the Second Empire, from his official
relations with French societies, from his own
residences in, and frequent visits to, the land
of his birth. In some instances he can say
with La Fontaine's pigeon, "J96tais Id; telle
chose m'avint." His statistics come chiefly from
official documents. Le Temps., Le Siecle, the
Revue des Deux Mondes, Rambaud's Histoire
de la civilisation contemporaine en France, and
from The Statesman's Year Book. The Annu-
aire statistique has been used constantly. It
proved an inexhaustible mine of data, the value
of which cannot be overrated. Its comparative
array of facts constitutes one of the best dem-
onstrations that can be made, of the progress
of France under the Republic.
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